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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1. This Office Action is responsive to the amendment filed on December 6, 2004, in which 
claims 1-3,7-10, 12, 17 and 20 were amended an claims 24-26 added. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to all claims have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

3. Claims 1-26 have been examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1,2,4-8, 10,1 1, and 17-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(e) as being anticipated 
by US Publication No. 2001/0018660 to Sehr. 

Sehr discloses displaying valued card configuration options (i.e. "seating map") on 
display (i.e. "monitor"), recording customer selections of the value card configuration options in 
a memory (i.e. "the selection is confirmed and loaded into the visitor card"), see paragraphs 
[0044]-[0046], sending the selections to a value card host computer (i.e. "admission center") for 
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later retrieval during a transaction in which the value card is used for payment (see paragraph 
[0047]), receiving at the value card host computer a data signal based upon machine reading of 
the value card machine readable code (permit the modules to read the card data), see paragraph 
[0051], lines 1-3,14-20, and associating the data in the data signal with the stored selections (see 
paragraph [0052]). 

Referring to claims 2 and 8, Sehr discloses recording payment from a customer (see 
paragraph [0046]). 

Referring to claims 4-6, Sehr discloses wherein the sending step comprises the substep of 
sending the selections over a TCP/IP connection, a phone connection and a network connection 
to a computer at the value card host (see paragraph [0039]). 

Referring to claim 7, Sehr discloses displaying value card configuration options (i.e. 
"seating map") on a display, recording customer selections of the value card configuration 
options in a memory, (i.e. "the selection is confirmed and loaded into the visitor card), see 
paragraphs [0044]-[0046], assigning a value card identification number to the value card (see 
paragraph [0109]), dispensing the value card (see paragraph [0048], lines 1-8), sending the 
selection and the value card identification number to a value host computer for storage in a 
memory and for later retrieval during a transaction in which the value card is used for payment 
(see paragraphs [001 10], [0046] & [0047]). As for the step of writing data associated with the 
value card identification number into the value card machine readable code, this is an inherent 
step. Sehr teaches the card having "identification number stored therein", which implies that the 
identification number was previously written onto the card (see paragraph [01 10]). 
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Referring to claims 10 and 11, Sehr discloses the method wherein the sending step 
comprises the substep of sending the selection over a network connection and a phone 
connection to a computer at the value card host [0039]). 

Referring to claim 17, Sehr discloses a display (i.e. "monitor") for displaying value card 
configuration options, an input device (i.e. "touch screen") for recording customer selections of 
the value card configuration options (see paragraphs [0044]-[0046]) 5 a machine code reader (i.e. 
"card slots") operable to machine read a value card with machine readable code and to produce a 
data signal based upon machine reading of the value card machine readable code (see paragraphs 
[0051], lines 1-3, 14-20 and [0052], lines 1-10) and a computer for controlling the display and 
the input device, for receiving the data signal and for sending the selections to a value card host 
computer for later retrieval during a transaction in which the value card is used for payment (see 
paragraph (see paragraph [0035], [0047] & [0051], lines 1-3 & 14-20). 

Referring to claim 18, Sehr discloses means (i.e. admission center) for accepting payment 
from a customer (see paragraph [0046] & [0040]). 

Referring to claim 19, Sehr discloses a connection to another computer at the value card 
host (see fig. l,fig. 3 & paragraph [0025]). 

Referring to claim 20, Sehr discloses a display (i.e. "monitor") for displaying value card 
configuration options, an input device (i.e. "touch screen") for recording customer selections of 
the value card configuration options (see paragraphs [0044]-[0046]), a computer for controlling 
the display and the input device (see paragraph [0035], [0040]), for assigning a value card 
identification number to a value card configured to be encoded with machine readable code, for 
encoding the value card with machine readable code comprising the value card identification 
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number(see paragraph [0109]), for dispensing the value card (see paragraph [0048], lines 1-8), 
for establishing a connection to a value card host computer, and for sending the selections to the 
value card host computer via the connection for later retrieval during a transaction in which the 
value card is used for payment (see paragraph [0046] & [0047]). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 3 and 21 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sehr as 
applied to claims 1 and 20 above. 

Sehr discloses displaying first value card configuration options within a group of second 
card configuration options including "a menu of available service benefits, such as new seat 
assignments, additional monetary values, or related information" (See paragraph [0068], lines 1- 
7). Sehr does not expressly disclose the configuration options includes total monetary value, 
payment amount limit at each transaction, individual goods and services, individual goods and 
service providers, categories of goods and services, categories of goods and services providers 
and purchase times and dates. However, the "menu of available service benefits" of Sehr may 
include any type of data relating to the configuration; therefore, the examiner notes that this 
menu may include options relating to total monetary value, payment amount limit at each 
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transaction, individual goods and services, individual goods and service providers, categories of 
goods and services, categories of goods and services providers and purchase times and dates. At 
the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the method disclose by Sehr to explicitly teach configuration options including 
total monetary value, payment amount limit at each transaction, individual goods and services, 
individual goods and service providers, categories of goods and services, categories of goods and 
services providers and purchase times and dates. One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
been motivated to do this because it provides additional choices for the cardholder. 

8. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sehr as applied to 
claim 7 above, and further in view of US Publication No. 2002/0194138 to Dominguez et al. 

Sehr discloses a value card (see claim 7 above). Sehr does not expressly disclose 
determining a value card password and sending the value card password to the value card host. 
Dominguez et al. disclose determining a value card password and sending the value card 
password to the value card host (see paragraph [0096]). At the time the invention was made, it 
would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify the method disclose by 
Sehr to include the steps of determining a value card password and sending the value card 
password to the value card host. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to 
do this because it provides security thereby reducing fraud. 

9. Claims 12,13, 15 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sehr in view of US Publication No. 2003/0053609 to Risafi et al. 
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Sehr discloses machine (i.e. "card reader") reading value card identification information 
from the value card machine readable code (see paragraph [0110]), displaying value card 
configuration options including first customer selections from the value card configuration 
information, recording second customer selections of the value card configuration options (see 
paragraphs [0044]-[0046]), and sending the second customer selection to the value card host for 
later retrieval during a transaction in which the value card is used for payment (see paragraph 
[0047]). Sehr does not expressly disclose sending the value card identification information to a 
value card host or obtaining value card configuration information from the value card host. 
Risafi et al. disclose sending the value card identification information to a value card host or 
obtaining value card configuration information from the value card host (see paragraph [0015], 
lines 16-26). At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the method disclose by Sehr to include the steps of sending the 
value card identification information to a value card host and obtaining value card configuration 
information from the value card host. Risafi et al. disclose sending the value card identification 
information to a value card host or obtaining value card configuration information from the value 
card host. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this because it reads 
magnetically encoded information. 

Referring to claim 13, Sehr discloses recording payment from a customer (see paragraph 
[0046]). 

Referring to claims 15 and 16, Sehr discloses the method wherein the sending step 
comprises the substep of sending the second customer selections over a phone connection/a 
network connection to a computer at the value card host (see paragraph [0039]). 
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10. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sehr and Risafi et 
al. as applied to claim 12 above, and further in view of Dominguez et al. 

Sehr discloses a value card (see claim 12 above). Sehr does not expressly disclose 
determining a value card password from the value card configuration information and recording 
successful customer entry of the value card password prior to completing steps (d) through (f). 
Dominguez et al. disclose determining a value card password from the value card configuration 
information and recording successful customer entry of the value card password (see paragraph 
[0096]). At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify the method disclose by Sehr to include the steps of determining a value 
card password from the value card configuration information and recording successful customer 
entry of the value card password prior to completing steps (d) through (f). One of ordinary skill 
in the art would have been motivated to do this because it provides security thereby reducing 
fraud. 

1 1 . Claim 22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US Publication 
No.2002/005591 1 to Guerreri in view of Risafi et al. 

Guerreri discloses a display for displaying value card configuration options (i.e. 
"information intended for the computer user"), see paragraph [0018], an input (i.e. 
"clearinghouse server computer") for recording customer selections of the value card 
configuration options (see paragraph [0029], hens 1-9) and a computer for controlling the display 
and the input device, for establishing connection to a value card host computer and for sending 
the selections to a value card identification information to the value card host computer via the 
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connection, for obtaining value card configuration information from the value card host 
computer, for sending the second customer selections to the value card host computer for later 
retrieval during a transaction in which the value card is used for payment (see paragraphs [0025] 
& [0030]). Guerreri does not expressly disclose a card reader. Risafi et al. disclose a card reader 
for reading value card identification information from the value card (see paragraphs [0109] & 
[0015], lines 16-26). At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art to modify the system disclose by Guerreri to include a card 
reader. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this because it provides 
a means for reading magnetically encoded information. 

Referring to claim 23, Guerreri discloses the computer also determines a value card 
password from the value card configuration information, and records successful customer entry 
of the value card password prior to the display of the first customer selections and the recording 
of the second customer selections (see paragraph [0030]). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

12. Claims 24-26 are allowed. 

Conclusion 

13. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jalatee Worjloh whose telephone number is 703-305-0057. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mondays-Thursdays 8:30 - 7:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on 703-305-9768. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306 for Regular/After 
Final Actions and 703-746-9443 for Non-Official/Draft. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
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Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
PO Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Hand delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park 5, 245 1 Crystal Drive, 




February 8, 2005 



